
 

iPad Information and Questions: 

 

 

What is the full cost to me as a parent? 

 

St Vincent’s School manages the cost involved in leasing the iPads used in Pre-Primary – 

Year Four. The students in Year Five and Six are involved in a BYOD program.  

 

Will parents be required to pay for Apps? 

 

No. The iPad will be enrolled in the school’s management system and all the required 

learning applications will be distributed according.  

 

Isn’t it inevitable that an iPad will be knocked, dropped or broken? 

 

Accidents may happen, and this is the reason all iPads should be taken care of.  

 

How much time will students use the iPads in the classrooms? 

 

The iPads will be integrated into the curriculum to support and enhance our current 

educational programs. The iPad program will support current teaching and learning plans 

and will assist in developing higher order thinking skills. 

 

Why does the 1:1 program start so early?  

 

Technology is advancing every day and the possibilities are becoming endless with tools 

available to enhance the teaching and learning process. St Vincent’s recognises, that when 

part of a balanced educational program, iPads can be an extremely powerful tool for 

improving outcomes, catering for the individual learning needs of our students, and increase 

student motivation.   

 

Will the iPads improve the skills of my child? 

 

The iPad is a very effective tool to assist in education much like a book or a calculator which 

do not in themselves improve skills but are an important tool and resource that assists in 

the education process. The benefits of a 1:1 iPad program should be considered more in 

respect of the capacity to engage student attention, to encourage student motivation, to 

enable student access to information, to develop skills including problem solving and 

collaborative learning as well as to enable a greater range of opportunities for students to 

construct and express their knowledge and skills in relevant and meaningful ways. 

Such benefits form the foundation and focus for an effective iPad program, which will 

certainly aim to enhance the development of students’ higher order thinking skills. 

However, formal assessments will still be determined by each student’s ability and 

readiness to address the requirements of the assessment tasks they encounter in the 

curriculum. The iPad is primarily about giving students greater access to knowledge and 



developing skills that are perhaps more in keeping with what is required for a 21st century 

learner. 

 

Won’t my child’s basic numeracy, literacy and handwriting suffer if they spend a lot of 

time on a computer or mobile device such as an iPad? 

 

No. Students will still be taught numeracy, literacy, handwriting and other subjects. The 

basic curriculum does not change. iPads complement the learning in many of these areas. 

For example, software is available that teaches basic numeracy and literacy skills through a 

far more individualised approach than is physically possible in a standard class of 30 

students 

 

I am concerned about my child using the Internet and having access to it. What policies 

and procedures will be utilised to ensure only appropriate Internet access is allowed. 

 

At school there is protection provided by the school’s proxy filters on its server & Jamf. 

These restrict access to inappropriate sites and materials. Internet access will be supervised 

at all times. 

When using the iPad at home, we can filter down and restrict some websites using ‘Jamf’. 

Please note, this will not block all undesirable content and it is the responsibility of the 

parent to monitor acceptable usage and Internet access. The school will take no 

responsibility for inappropriate usage and Internet access outside school hours but if you 

need support, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  

 

Is there an agreement I need to sign before my child is allowed to use his/her iPad?  

 

Yes. In addition to the standard Internet agreement, a Code of Conduct in relation to using 

an iPad on the school network will be required. 

 

Could my child have their iPad confiscated if misuse is reported? 

 

Yes. The School reserves the right to remove this privilege. The iPad will be removed if your 

child is in breach of our Acceptable User Policy and/or the Code of Conduct and a discussion 

with parents for further consequences will be arranged. 

 

What happens if another student damages my child’s iPad? 

 

The code of conduct strictly states that iPads are not to be loaned to other students and 

must be kept in a safe place at all times. However, in the instance where an iPad is damaged 

accidently or maliciously by another student the incident should be reported immediately to 

your child’s teacher. Your teacher will then follow strict protocols, which will involve 

consultation with the school leadership team to find a satisfactory solution. It is strongly 

recommended that parents do not contact other parents or students directly regarding the 

damaged article. 

 

 

 



Will students need an Apple ID and iTunes account? 

 

No, we will ensure they have all the applications required. If your child is part of the BYOD 

program, having an Apple ID is optional. It is strongly recommended that the device is 

connected to ‘Family Sharing’  

 

Are students allowed to install games? 

 

No. Restrictions have been put in place to prevent students from downloading social media 

apps or games. Students can personalised the device by setting up individual home and lock 

screens. If your child is part of the BYOD program, any games they may have on their device 

will not be visible at school.  

 

 

 

If you have any additional questions, please contact Mr Yorke.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Creed Yorke  

Assistant Principal  

St Patrick’s Primary  

Fremantle WA 6160  


